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Proposed Changes to the SASB Conceptual Framework & Rules of Procedure 

Comments on Exposure Draft by Tobacco Free Portfolios 

 

General Comments:  

- Stakeholder participation should not include the tobacco industry, in accordance with the 

UN Directive, see here: https://www.who.int/fctc/secretariat/head/statements/2017/ungc-

integrity-review-tobacco-industry/en/ 

- Materiality should include death and disease.  

- Topic characteristics should include death and disease, human rights, international laws 

and UN Treaties.  

 

Comments on the SASB Conceptual Framework Exposure Draft: 

The Five Dimensions of Sustainability on Page 26 & 27 should include the following: 

- No 2. Social Capital:  Addition of ‘death and disease as a result of use of products 

produced by a company’ as a measure of impact. 

- No 4. Business Model Innovation: Identification of business models that seek to 

externalise costs and privatise profits. 

- No 5. Leadership and Governance: Compliance with International Laws and UN Treaties 

should be added to this dimension. 
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Fundamental Tenets of SASB’s Approach to Standard Setting (Pg. 28): 

- No 1. Evidence Base: Measures to protect against tobacco interference should be 

implemented to avoid the supplying of biased ‘evidence’ and influencing the research 

community through funding. UN data and recognised medical journal evidence should 

be used/referenced.  

- No 2. Market Informed: SASB should ensure that input is not influenced by the tobacco 

industry and its representatives in accordance with the UN Directive (as cited in general 

comments above). 

- No 3. Industry Specific: Minimum sustainability criteria should be introduced. One sector, 

for example tobacco, should not be allowed to have unacceptable standards, particularly 

in relation to death and disease.  

 

2. Core Objectives of the SASB Standards (Pg. 30): 

- Consider addition of ‘Protection of human rights and health’. 

- Item 26, Page 30: In relation to the following statement: SASB recognizes that each 

reporting entity is responsible for identifying the information that is material to its 

operations and activities and is ultimately responsible for determining what should be 

disclosed in compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

It should be considered and further discussed (with public health experts and World 

Health Organization guidance) as to whether the tobacco industry can be trusted to 

determine what should be disclosed. 

- Item 35, Page 32: Recommend the addition of an item as follows:  

‘Essential to the protection of human rights and health.’ 

- Item 36, Page 32: Prevalent - Need to consider the appropriateness of this term when it 

involves loss of human life and human rights abuses. Any incidence should warrant 

action.  
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SASB Rules of Procedure Exposure Draft Comments:  

- Page 41 - Item 9: Engagement should not include the tobacco industry in accordance 

with the UN Directive as cited in the General Comments. 

- Page 41 - Item 10: Researchers should be briefed on tobacco industry interference by 

recognised bodies such as the WHO, the Secretariat of the UN Tobacco Control treaty 

(the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control) and STOP (a global group that 

reports on tobacco industry behaviour, funded by Michael Bloomberg).  

- Page 42 - Item 12: Consultation should not include the tobacco industry in accordance 

with the UN Directive as cited in the General Comments. 

- Page 43 - Due Process for Standard Setting Activities: Must ensure the SASB Board 

is not influenced by tobacco or have tobacco-related representatives in order to maintain 

credible due process. This also includes advisory committees. Conflict checks must be 

conducted for tobacco in accordance with WHO and UN Tobacco Control Treaty 

standard procedures.  

- Page 46 - Public Commentary: Must watch for tobacco influence and interference in 

public commentary processes. Conflicts must be declared in accordance with WHO and 

UN Tobacco Control Treaty standard procedures.  

- Page 48 - Input: Must ensure the tobacco industry do not influence inputs in accordance 

with standard UN procedures.   
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